
Laboratory Media Day Promotes 
New Equipment, Service to State 
 
As each reporter placed their microphone or note pad on the interview table, 
Duane Boline waited for that inevitable comparison between fiction and real life.  
 
“How is it that CSI gets its test results in an hour, but 
some of your tests takes days?”  an eager reporter 
would ask.  Boline would patiently offer the same 
explanation to each reporter that put forth a similar 
query, and as he did the staff of the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment Laboratory 
would quietly snicker and smile at the comparison. 
 
The reality of the moment was satisfying for Dr. Duane 
Boline, director of the state laboratory, and his staff 
after hosting its first ever media day on Oct. 12. After 
two hours of guided tours to laboratory demonstration 
exhibits and press briefings by Dr. Boline and KDHE 
Secretary Roderick Bremby, newspaper, radio and TV 
outlets covering more than half the state of Kansas had be
cess to a facility not known for public access. 
 
After several weeks of preparation by Boline and his staff, 
shown six different process demonstrations that illustrated
tests performed daily by the laboratory. KDHEL staff escor
rotation of display stations answering questions, playing ho
equipment purchased with CDC grants totaling almost $3 m
years. 
 
Some of the demonstrations included 
analysis of metals, sample examination 
under a infrared microscope, and bio-
agent examination in a safety cabinet with 
a technician wearing personal protective 
equipment (see photo at right). 
 
“We were very pleased with the response 
from the media for this tour,” Boline 
explained after the last of the media 
outlets departed the Forbes building. 
“Today, we were able to share 
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Dr. Duane Boline sits for 
another TV interview dur-
ing the Oct. 12 Media Day 
at the KDHEL. 
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Carissa Pursell, microbiologist, demon-
strates PPE and BSC (Personal Protective 
Equipment and Biological Safety Cabinet) at
a media day demonstration station. These 
two safety components are employed to pro-
tect laboratory workers from potentially 
dangerous bacteria.   



information with them about our mission, confirmatory procedures as well as 
show some of our new equipment and building renovations.” 
 
Boline and his staff believed the media day was important to lift some of the se-
crecy that surrounds the state laboratory about its operation and provide an op-
portunity for TV and newspaper crews to record images of machines moving and 
processes at work for later publication in reporting about the laboratory. 
 
“These pre-recorded images taken today will help the media better explain our 
work, because this facility won’t be open to outsiders if a bio or chemical event 
occurs in Kansas,” Boline explained. 
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